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sonable to suspect this man, whom the voice of the people,
a voice always to he reverenced, has so long condemned.

The method of procuring evidence against him by an
act of indemnity has been represented by the noble lord
as not agreeable to justice or to law: in the knowledge
of the law I am far from imagining myself able to contend
with him ; but I think it may not be improper to observe,
that a person of the highest eminence in that profession,
whose long study and great abilities give his decisions an
uncommon claim to authority and veneration, and who was
always considered in this house with the highest regard,
appears to have entertained a very different opinion.

It was declared by him, without the least restriction,
that all means were lawful which tended to the discovery
of truth; and, therefore, the publick may justly expect that
extraordinary methods should be used upon occasions of
uncommon importance.

Nor does this expedient appear to me very remote from
the daily practice of promising pardon to thieves, on con-
dition that they will make discoveries by which their con-
federates may be brought to justice.

If we examine only the equity of this procedure, with-
out regard to the examples of former times, it appears to
me easily defensible; for what can be more rational than
to break a confederacy of wretches combined for the de-
struction of the happiness of mankind, by dividing their
interest, and making use, for the publick good, of that re-
gard for their own safety, which has swallowed up every
other principle of action ?

It is admitted that wickedness ought to bej^Mnished,
and it is universally known that punishment mx&i be pre-
ceded by detection; any method, therefore, tfert-vpromotes
the discovery of crimes may be considered as advantageous
to the publick.

As there is no wickedness of which the pernicious con-
sequences are more extensive, there is none which ought
more diligently to be prevented, or more severely pun-
ished, than that of those men who have dared to abuse